
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Important Dates 
 

9/20 
Yard Sale – Audi 

 
9/25 

 3-5 grade  
Curriculum Night 

 
10/3 

K-3 Jumpathon 
 

10/6 
FOFSEF Gift Wrap 

 Sale Starts 
 

10/15 
Picture Day 

FOFSEF Mtg 
 

10/17 
 Halloween Dance – here 

 
10/24 

Halloween Dance  
@ Monte Rio 
 School 

 

 
 

 

 

The Super Special Awesome Fudge-Coated Pep 
Rally! 
By Cooper Koebsell 
  

No, it wasn’t really fudge coated, but it 
was awesome! The assembly started off with Mrs. 
Olmsted introducing the new teachers. The new 
teachers are Ms. Aldridge, Mr. Terrell and Ms. 
Cook. Everyone was excited and happy when their 
class was called out. After all the classes had been 
called out (they had all made special signs for their 
class!), Mrs. Olmsted showed us examples of how 
not to dress and how to dress. Mr. Terrell and Mrs. 
Hughes were examples of how we should dress, but 
Ms. Aldridge and Mr. Anderson were dressed 
horribly! Mr. A. was dressed as a gangster!  Overall 
it was a fun assembly and there will be more during 
the year. So be there! 
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Art Pep Wish List 

 
 
 

   

The Viking Voice 
is published by the students of the  
Forestville Union School District 

 
Please turn in submittals at school office or e-mail 

them to dhughes@forestvilleusd.org  
            
 

Advertising: 
 Requested donation  

(Business card size 2” x 3.5”) 
$25 per month or $175 per year  
Thank you for your donations. 

For information contact  
Diane Hughes at 887-2547 or email to 

dhughes@forestvilleusd.org  
 
 

Each of the following students is 
responsible for the reporting, writing, 

photography, editing, and formatting of 
this publication. 

 
 

Livia Charles, Anna Kelly,  
Kate Kitchens, Cooper Koebsell, 

Michael McLees, Amanda Olmsted, 
Lexi Palm, Kelsey Sword,  
Elijah Tracy, Ivet Zamora,  

Samantha Elliott, Lane Harrison, 
Ryan Holden, Nick Hughes,  

& Ben Pearson 
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Viking Sculpture 
By Nick Hughes 
 

The Viking Sculpture is finally here!  It was installed August 15th, but the 
base, which was donated by Kevin McDermott, was installed at the end of July.  
Patrick Amiot, the guy who designed and built the sculpture, donated half of it, and 
the Forestville Planning Association awarded FOFSEF a grant for the other half.  It 
was decided that the sculpture would be a Viking because it is our school mascot.  
We got this sculpture because the school wanted a piece of art to show off 
Forestville School and Academy. Our sculpture will be in the new 2009 calendar 
that Patrick Amiot has and we will also be on his sculpture tour.   Mrs. Swanson 
and Mrs. Padrick are designing the base that will be covered in tiles and other 
objects to make it look like water under the Viking Ship Sculpture.  If anyone has 
any tiles for the base of the sculpture our art teachers would like a donation of 
some, so the kids have a part in the decoration! 

 
Movin’ on up! 
Third and Fourth Graders Move to Upper Playground 
 By Amanda Olmsted 
 

Like last year the new fourth graders are moving to the upper playground, however the new third graders are moving up too 
this year. Before I got their opinions I assumed they would be feeling a bit intimidated and frightened; I also assumed they would be 
very excited. Moving to a new place often can be all of these things.  

The first person I interviewed was Chase, a fourth grader, and he said it was a good playground. He also said it wasn’t scary 
being with the older kids. Then he said he wouldn’t miss anything from the lower playground. His favorite thing on the upper 
playground is the swings because they are fun. Then I interviewed Stephanie. She said that she liked the upper playground. She agreed 
with Chase when he said it wasn’t scary being with the older kids. She also doesn’t miss anything from the lower playground. She said 
her favorite thing is the swings because they were fun like Chase did. The last fourth grader I interviewed was Kelsey. She said that 
the upper playground is big. She thought it was a little scary being with the older kids. She is going to miss the slide from the lower 
playground. Her favorite thing is the swings too, but she likes them because they are fast.  
 I then moved on to the third graders. The first third grader I interviewed was Andy. She doesn’t like the fact that 
there aren’t any toys. She thinks that it is scary being with the older kids. She is going to miss her younger friends that are 
still on the lower playground. She is still getting used to the new playground so she said she didn’t like anything, yet. I also 
interviewed another third grader.  She said the new playground is cool. She didn’t think it was scary being with the older 
kids. She thinks that the lower playground was more fun. She also likes the swings, but she likes them because they are new.  
Even though they’re still getting used to it I think all of the third and fourth graders like their new playground

Christine & Cori’s Dad 
 
          James B. Bertero, Jr. 
          Vice President – Investments 
           Portfolio Manager 
 

          UBS Financial Services Inc. 
          100 B. Street, Suite 300 
          Santa Rosa, CA 95401 
          Tel. 707-537-3501, Fax 707-576-9795 
          800-533-8345 
 
          james.bertero@ubs.com                          www.ubs.com 
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Eating Outside  
By Amanda Olmsted 
 

I don’t get why we have to eat outside on hot sunny 
days. I think we should be allowed to eat in classrooms. First of 
all, we need to hydrate ourselves and if someone doesn’t bring 
enough water they would have to walk in the heat all the way 
down to the playground or up to the quad and all the teachers 
have drinking fountains in their classrooms. There is hardly any 
shade up by the basketball courts and the tables that are shady 
have bird poop all over them and are disgusting.  

My idea is that students would eat in their homerooms 
and the teachers could get a chance to spend time with their 
students. If kids violate the privilege of eating a classroom by 
leaving trash on the desks or the floor then the privilege would 
be taken away. If the students aren’t in homeroom with their 
friends then they could eat in the quad with adult supervision. If 
the teachers don’t want to have the students in their classrooms 
at lunch then the kids could just go to the multi. That is what I 
think about having to eat outside on hot sunny days.  

 

Curriculum Night  
A Worthwhile Event 
By Eli Tracy 

 
 Mrs. Olmsted says curriculum night is worthwhile and 
gives the teachers and parents a chance to learn about the kids 
and what is going to be going on this year. Also, it enables the 
teachers and parents to form a team for the better of the student. 
One of the fellow kids here at the office says, “It is a good idea 
because it lets the parents learn what the teachers are going to be 
teaching this year”. Some of my fellow classmates think 
Curriculum Night is fresh! Many kids like and dislike 
curriculum night but I think all in all the main reason we have 
curriculum night is for the parents and teachers. Curriculum 
night went very well this year. It started with all of the parents 
coming in and getting a schedule and the Star Test results. Then 
they got to check out all the cool programs like the sports 
programs, art, FOFSEF and the awesome new lunch program. 
There was then a small talk about what was going on and then 
the parents were off to go to their child’s classrooms. 
 

New Yoga Class 
By Ivet Zamora 
 
 This year there will be lots of after school programs. 
One of the new programs is a Yoga class. It is going to start on 
September16 and continue until December16 in room110. 
Yoga class will be on Tuesdays from 3:00 to5:00. The 
teachers name is Adrienne Malley. It is available for grades 5-
8 and there is no cost. Did you know that Yoga makes your 
skin and hair healthy? Also it makes you breathe better and it 
makes you more flexible. So join the new Yoga Class 

The Back to School Dance 
By Kelsey Sword  
 

Did you go to the Back to School dance at Guerneville 
on Friday night? If not, you missed a good time. It was at 
Guerneville School from 6:30–9:00 pm. The students who were 
invited were the 7th and 8th graders of Salmon Creek, Forestville, 
Fort Ross, Monte Rio, Montgomery, and Guerneville School. 
There was music, dancing, and food. It cost $5 to get in and all 
school rules applied. You must have good attendance and no 
recent suspensions to get in.  

Last year was the 1st year that the schools in the area 
tried to have combined dances. Since the kids seemed to like the 
idea it was decided by the school principals to organize each 
school to host their own dance. The next dance coming up is 
being hosted Monte Rio and will be a Halloween dance. Be sure 
you don’t miss it!!  We will also be having some of our own 
dances this year, including our own Halloween Dance.  Don’t 
forget your costumes! 

A New School 
By: Anna Kelly 
 

The first school I went to was Fort Ross School.  I went 
to Fort Ross from Kindergarten to 2nd grade.  I lived in the town 
of Fort Ross most of my life.  During the summer and holidays 
there are a lot of tourists around Fort Ross. It is a very beautiful 
place.  I went to the beach every day and I went hiking in the 
forest with my brothers and my dad. I had a lot of fun. Fort Ross 
is where I met my best friend, Sloane Dayle.  She was a funny, 
weird friend but in a good way. She always made me laugh and 
she was cool to hang out with.   

 I moved to Cazadero with mom and older brother after 
2nd grade, but only for six months. We then moved to Forestville. 
I went to Salmon Creek School from 3rd to 6th grade. At Salmon 
Creek I made a lot of friends but my best friend was Gabrielle. 
She always made me laugh and she and Sloane came over a lot. 
We stayed up all night on the weekends and in the summer and 
we went swimming in the river. Sloane and Gabrielle are still 
my friends.   
  This year I transferred to Forestville School because 
my mom got tired of driving me to Salmon Creek School every 
day. I like this school better then my other schools is because the 
teachers rock.  I think it is really cool that there is a Washington 
D.C. trip here. I want to go to on the Washington D.C trip 
because my oldest brother goes to law school there.  I have made 
some really cool, funny friends already.  I can’t wait to go to the 
dances. It has been really cool coming to a new school and 
everyone has made me feel really welcome. 
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Video Game Review 
“Lego Indiana Jones” 
By Cooper Koebsell 
 

Welcome to the very first installation of Cooper’s 
Video Game Review! This month we are looking at the video 
game “Lego Indiana Jones - The Original Adventures”. 
 In the game you start off as Indiana Jones but after you unlock 
more people you can be more people. There is also a classroom 
where you can enter in codes to get “extras”.  Some of the fun 
extras are Treasure X10, Treasure Magnet, and Fast Build. On 
the topic of building, you can also build many different things 
like bridges, steps, and vehicles. This game is really fun because 
you can play all three of Indies’ original adventures (but they did 
not include the new Indiana Jones movie). Well, we’re just about 
finished here. Overall, this would be a game I would recommend 
to anybody. 

 

Book Review  
“Hardy Boys Series”  
By Mike McLees 
 
 This series by Franklin W. Dixon is by far the best 
mystery series I have ever read. Every single book, 1 through 58 
is fantastic. I have not read every single one, only about 13 
books, but my grandpa has read a lot and he tells me cliff 
hangers, then he says, “You have to read it to find out what 
happens next.” Young boys, 9-14 will really like this series. 
Starting with “The Tower Treasure,” and ending with “The Sting 
of The Scorpion.” But I warn parents because your kids might 
stay up all night wanting to read a little bit more. Altogether I 
really liked sharing this series, and hope other people will like it 
too  
 

Big Change for 6th Graders 
By Kate Kitchens 

 
 There have been some big changes in the quad this 
year. One of the biggest adjustments is the sixth graders 
changing classes. I interviewed 6th grader Bri Mansell about her 
opinion and she said that she liked it. Sam Kang had similar 
remarks and said that he liked break and switching classes. 
Ethan Colburn also said that he liked the teachers. The teachers 
this year are Mr. Huberty (English and History), Mr. Terrell and 
Ms Aldridge (Math), and Mrs. Nelson (Science). Students 
thought that the administration and the school board made a 
good choice. The sixth graders really only have 5 periods 
because they don’t switch from Mr. Huberty’s room they just 
move on to the next subject. They don’t get to be in the 7th and 
8th grade play or go to the dances, but they still have performing 
arts. The sixth graders are happy and look forward to a good 
year 

Book Review  
“The Giver” 
By Kelsey Sword  

 
If you are interested in good, exciting books, “The 

Giver” is the book for you. “The Giver” is a story about a 
seemingly perfect world. Everyone is the same. There is no pain, 
no emotions what so ever. When Jonas, the main character in 
this story, turns twelve he, like every other twelve year old, gets 
his assignment for his career in the Ceremony of Twelve. He 
was very apprehensive about what he would get. He was 
considering every possibility, except for the job of Receiver. He 
had never even heard of this job. So, when he showed up for his 
job what he found was nothing he had ever expected.  Instead of 
closing out feelings, it was Jonas’s job to accept them. This is a 
wonderfully different tale about one boy who realizes the fault in 
his world, and his fight to change it. I highly recommend you 
read “The Giver”  by Lois Lowry.   

Sports                

The 6th, 7th, and 8th Grade Sports 
By Ryan Holden  
 

Welcome back Vikings, to our 6th, 7h, and 8th grade 
sport program. This year our sports are going to be: Girls and 
Boys Flag Football, Girls and Boys Basketball, and Girls and 
Boys Volleyball. This is going to be a great year for our sports 
programs because we’ve got some awesome coaches.  Max 
Ming will be in charge of 7th and 8th grade Boys and Girls Flag 
Football. Tom Clarke will be in charge of 7th and 8th grade Girls 
Basketball only. We still need coaches for all 6th grade sports 
and 7th and 8th grade volleyball.  

In other news from sports, there is a payment required 
to participate in sports this year.  It is $65.00 per player (per 
sport) and a $45.00 deposit that each player will get back at the 
end of the season for uniforms for all sports. This money will go 
thru FOFSEF to support the sports program. Scholarships are 
available. 

 We don’t know if sport schedules conflict with the 
spring play yet.  8th grader, Sam Elliott, who has been playing 
volleyball and basketball here since 6th grade said, “The sports 
here are so cool, especially when you are playing with your 
friends, and it is just that we need, lots and lots of players for our 
sports this year, so please join”. To wrap this article up, 
remember that we only have a sports program thru the generous 
support of FOFSEF and the parents.   
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Parents and Students Meet New Teachers  
at Back to School BBQ 
By Laney Harrison  
 
        On August 16th   from 10 to 2pm there was a 
BBQ in the quad. You could meet your new teachers and 
if you are in 6th, 7th or 8th grade you could get your 
schedule. You could also join a sport, yoga and/or band. 
You could also buy school supplies and get some hot dogs 
and sodas. If you are in 7th or 8th grade you could pick an 
elective. It was a very positive environment to be in.  
 Joe Standridge, one of our board members, 
decided to do a BBQ instead of just posting the teachers 
lists this year. This is what he had to say about it: “The 
school board and administration felt it would be nice to 
generate some positive feelings as we embarked on the 
school year.  The BBQ was an opportunity to showcase 
some of the great programs at Forestville school- drama, art, sports - as well as introduce a broader range of parents to our parent 
volunteer group, FOFSEF.  The free food and drink was a way to entice parents and students to stay and meet other parents and 
students, and contributed to the festive atmosphere.”  
  Joe was pleasantly surprised at the success of the BBQ. Over 300 hot dogs were consumed. Many people stayed for hours, 
which was just fantastic! Joe wants to thank everyone who helped with the BBQ but especially Cristy Simmons and would like to 
think that this will become an annual event.  Next year, they will plan a bit more and try to add some more activities! Overall the BBQ 
was a big success and hopefully will turn into a new tradition.  

 

Back to School Assembly 
Students Learn What to Expect This Year 
By Laney Harrison  
 
 The 3rd - 5th graders went to an assembly in the multi on the 28th. The assembly was run by the 
students. They talked about all sorts of things, like progress reports, awards, Store Day and report 
cards. This would all be new to the 3rd and now 4th graders. Also they sang two songs. They sang the 
hello song and another song that each class is making a verse for. Mrs. Humrich played the songs on 
her guitar while the students sang along. The students seemed very excited about Store Day, which the 
3rd graders will be a part of this year. It seemed like a great way for the students to understand what 
they will be doing this year. The teachers are planning to have an assembly at least once a month with 
all the 3rd – 5th grade students.  

 

New Kids On The Block!  
By Mike McLees  
 
 As we all know, there were some spottings of new kids at Forestville Unified SD. Though this is not very rare it’s more 
like…cool! The new kids have really piled in this year. We have close to 60 new students, (including kindergartners). I have some 
fellow students that really enjoy Forestville School. Ben Rubenstein, an new 7th grader, says that “[Forestville School] is very fun and 
safe.” Also, a 5th grader named Morgan Meyers says that “the lunches look very good, and the staff is very nice.” I really think that 
this year at Forestville School & Academy is going to be fun and exciting, and its students will help make that come true! 
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New Faces on Campus 
 

Mr. Simon Terrell 
By Lexi Palm 
 
      Mr. Terrell is a very cool guy. I know this because I interviewed him and I will tell you about it. 
Mr. Terrell was born on April 18th, 1993.  His favorite color is orange. He also likes fries and 
hamburgers, but he says that his wife doesn’t let him eat them very often. He grew up in Petaluma. Mr. 
Terrell doesn’t have any siblings or children.                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
 Mr. Terrell’s first car was an old 1981 Honda. He went to the University of Santa Cruz and 
majored in French and Linguistics. His last job was teaching 3rd grade and he really enjoyed it, but for 
a change, he wanted to teach middle school. “I really like Forestville because it’s a nice and quiet place 
and Forestville has the drive-in, Carrs,” Mr. Terrell said.  He has jumped right in to Forestville 
Academy by volunteering to coach 6th grade football. 
 Right now, Mr. Terrell is living in Santa Rosa. Does he have any pets? Well, yes. He has two 
dachshunds, Jack and Ginger, both one and a half years old.  Mr. Terrell’s favorite flower is lavender 
and his favorite animal is the monkey. If Mr. Terrell had a chance to live anywhere in the world, he would choose Italy. Mr. Terrell is 
also bilingual. He can speak Spanish, Italian, French, and German and he is currently teaching a Spanish class here. His favorite thing 
to watch on the T.V is The Sports Center.  
 If Mr. Terrell had a chance to change the world, he would change it by giving everyone a job that they enjoyed. Mr. Terrell is 
a wonder teacher and I think that we should all welcome him to our school. He will be a great addition for our school. 

 

Ms. Aldridge 
By Livia Charles  
 
 Ms. Aldridge is very interesting and I will tell you a little bit about her. Her favorite color is 
black because it mixes with all the beautiful colors. The food she most likes is tofu because it tastes like 
anything you want it to. She grew up outside Chicago right by a six flags and says, “It was too much 
fun!” The one sister she has is named Carrie Aldridge and she lives in Chicago. Ms. Aldridge envies her 
sister because her sister gets to see the Cubs games as much as she wants! 

She graduated from the University of Wisconsin Madison and her major was Secondary 
Mathematics Education. “GO BADGERS!” Ms. Aldridge’s last job was teaching 8th grade in South 
Carolina and she had to leave her school and friend, which she loved. She left because it was not exciting enough for her. She lives in 
Forestville and likes it a lot because it is close to the sea and big rivers. She lives with her aunt Donna and Donna’s partner, Don. She 
also lives with her dog Pi (like the number!), and is very happy with this situation. 

Ms. Aldridge is 28 and LOVES the outdoors! She loves to raft and during the summer she is a class three guide. She rafts 
with a group called FOR and they are a great group because they teach people why rivers are important and she loves seeing their 
faces when they hit a huge rapid or a hole with a five foot drop!  

If she ruled the world she would teach people to respect the world, so that we would not worry 
about global warming and take care of our neighbors. Mrs. Aldridge is a great teacher and has fun out of 
school too. 

Alena Cook 
By Ben Pearson 
 
 New teachers at the school? Yes, there are a few new teachers this year and it so happens that my 
interview is on Ms. Cook. This teacher is kind, considerate and pretty fun to be around. She wanted to 
become a P.E. teacher in her sophomore year of college. 
She has been a lifelong fan of fitness and decided to become a P.E. teacher because she loves hanging 
around kids and playing. The skills needed to be a P.E. teacher are knowing a lot of sports, having a loud 
voice and a love of kids. Ms. Cook has all of them. If I was new at this school I would be shy but she’s very 
‘open’, so to speak, and fun to hang around with as your P.E. teacher. All in all, she is a great P.E. teacher 
and you would be lucky to have her as your teacher. 
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Lunch Anyone? 
Our New School Lunch Program 
By Samantha Elliott 
 

Two years ago, four 6th grade students started a movement to get a new lunch program. Their names were, Virginia Berry, 
Kailie Kaasch, Sabrina Ziegler, and Samantha Elliott. They worked during their recesses, lunches and at home to try and get a new 
lunch program. Sabrina and Samantha went in front of the school board and made a presentation on how the lunches would be better 
for the health of the students and how they would be more profitable for the school. Then Kailie and Samantha did the same thing. 
After that Bob Borbe did research and had samplings of different food providers. Kailie, Sabrina, and Samantha went to one of the 
samplings and that ended up being provider that we have now.  

Gaylynne Sword was interviewed and was asked questions like how do you think the schools reaction is to the new school 
lunches? She said that the reaction is very positive and students are excited, because the food tastes better, it is fresh, and there are 
choices. When asked if she thought more school lunches are going to be purchased this year, she replied that they already were. One 
day there were 40 more lunches bought then the highest average last year. That is so exciting! What is so different about this program? 
There is more food and a variety and it was fresh food. She also said that this year the lunches were much more complicated to order 
because she never new how much to order because the people who didn’t order lunch kept coming and getting a lunch. But she did say 
that she likes this lunch program as much as the kids did.   What a great way to start the new school year! 

Cool Projects 
Mrs. Matsumoto’s Class 
By Ivet Zamora 
 

Have you ever wondered what happens in Ms. 
Matsumotos classroom? Well they do lots of projects. One of 
the projects they recently did is called “Who Am I”. Students 
would draw pictures of themselves and write information 
about who they are. They also made T-shirts and drew a 
picture on it of what they did in the summer. The class even 
did a project called the “Chocolate Touch”. It is a story that 
the students read and then they do a book report on a piece of 
poster board.  

The most recent project was reading a story called  “Sams, Bangs, and Moonshine” and then making a paper quilt with six 
sections. Then the students write what their favorite parts of the story were on the sections. Some cool projects coming from Ms. 
Matsumotos class! 

 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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